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before the Society for propagat-- 

ing Chriſtian Knowledge. 


Of CRRLSTIAN ZEAL, 


GALATIANS iv. 18. 
But it is good to be zealouſly alfected alas - 
in a good thing. 


ANY of the Fowy wha embraced 
the religion of Chriſt, when it was 


firſt publiſhed by the apoſtles, ſtill retain- 


ed too great a fondneſs for the ritual inſti- 
tutions of Moſes. They were bred up in 


ſuch a profound veneration of their law, 


that they could not be perſuaded that any 
thing could make void their obligation to 
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obey it. They inclined therefore to blend 
the two diſpenſations, and join the obſer- 
vation of the legal ceremonies to the pure 
and ſpiritual precepts of the Goſpel. This 
weakneſs of the Jeuiſh converts was for 
ſome time connived at, till in the height 
of their zeal they would have impoſed 
circumciſion, and their other rites on the 
gentiles who had embraced the Chriſtian 
faith: then the apoſtles were obliged with 
boldneſs to aſſert that liberty with which 
Chriſt had made them free; to command the 
gentiles' to maintain the native ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel, and to reſiſt thoſe who 
would wreathe about their necks a yoke 
which neither the Fews nor their fathers 
had been able to bear. 


As certain falſe teachers of this kind 
had crept in amongſt the Galatians, di- 
ſturbing their peace, and corrupting the 
purity of the Goſpel ; it was the apoſtle's 
defign in this epiſtle to warn theſe Chri- 
0 of their _ if they allowed 
5 them- 


1 

themſelves to be ſeduced. into ſuch errors, 
and held not faſt the profeſſion of the true 
faith, in which they had been inſtructed. 
Among the other arts uſed to deceive the 
Galatians, it had been inſinuated, that 
Paul, who had firſt preached the Goſpel 
to them, was not truly an apoſtle clothed 
with ſuch authority as Peter and others of 
the circumcifion : in oppoſition to which, 
the inſpired writer begins with a ſolemn 
vindication of his apoſtleſhip, ſhowing, 
that in no ſpiritual gift, or extraordinary 
power, he was inferior to the chief of the 
apoſtles. | 


FRON this he proceeds. to ſhow, by ſe- 
veral arguments, how inconſiſtent theſe 
new doctrines were with the nature, de- 
fign, and extent of the Goſpel covenant. 
And that he might leave no means untried 
to guard them againſt the dangerous arts 
of theſe ſeducers, in the context he puts 
them in mind of the love and affection, the 
reſpect and veneration which they had 
| BY EY before 
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before ſhown for himſelf; expoſtulating 
with them concerning the occaſion of fo 
ſudden a change; that they who had late- 
ly received him as an angel of God, even as 
| Teſus Chriſt, and were ready, as the apoſtle 
ſtrongly expreſſes it, to have pluck? out their 
very eyes, and have given them to him, ſhould 
now be fo fond of other teachers, who 
were his avowed oppoſers, and of another 
Goſpel, ſo contrary to that which he had 
taught them, and which they had receiv- 
ed as the greateſt bleſſedneſs. Upon this 
occaſion he introduces the general propo- 
ſition, which I have read as the founda- 
tion of the preſent diſcourſe. IE is good to 
be zealouſly affetted always in a good thing. 
In the words we have a duty required 
of us, to be zealcufly affefted; a limitation 
of this duty, that we muſt be zealouſly af 
fected in a good thing; and a commendati- 
on of the duty, that it is good to be thus 
zealouſly affected in a good thing. In fur- 
ther diſcourſing on them, I ſhall, with 


divine aſſiſtance, proceed in the following 
method, 


I. Isnarr 


E 


I. I HALL explain the nature of zeal in 
general: my 


IT. IsHarr lay before you the neceflary 
qualifications of Chriſtian zeal; by which 
we may be directed in the exerciſe of it, 
and enabled to diſtinguiſh * true 
| 195 falſe zeal. 


UI. I sHALL ſhow the excellency, and 
the happy effects of true Chriſtian zeal. 


And, i in the laſt place, make improve- 
ment of the ſubject. 


— 


Firſt, ISHALL endeavour to explain tie 


nature of zeal in general. Ancient wri- 
ters in that language from which we have 
borrowed the word zeal, uſe it indiffe- 
_ rently in a good or bad ſenſe, but ſeldom 
or never in a religious one: with them it 
commonly ſignifies warmth and fervour, 
an earneſt deſire of ſome temporal good; 
ſuch a deſire, as is attended with pain and 
uneaſineſs, when others are poſſeſſed of that 
good WIRES we are deprived of. They 


frequently 
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frequently apply it to denote emulation, 


and that ſort of it too which is accompa- 


nied with envy, contention and ſtrife. In 
the like bad ſenſe the word is frequently 


uſed by the writers of the New Teſta- 


ment; and zeal is numbered by them a- 
mongſt the works of the fleſ>, amongſt the 


| baſeſt and moſt unworthy paſſions. Our 
tranſlators indeed, in rendering theſe paſ- 
ſages, have prudently declined to uſe the 


word zeal; applying other words, which 
more clearly convey to the Engliſh reader 
the meaning and import of the original. 


Thus they expreſs i it by envy and envyings, 


emulation, indignation, and the like, with 


the particular inſtances of which I ſhall 
not now detain you. 


1 is it not juſt matter of regret and 
ſorrow, that in all the ages of the church 
there have been too many Chriſtians zea- 


lous rather in this ſenſe of the word than 
in the other, which it alſo frequently bears 


in ſeripture, and which expreſſes one of 


| the brighteſt ornaments of the true Chri- 


{tian ? 


1 Þ 


ſtian e it denotes an ardent de- 
ſire of promoting the glory of God, and 
the honour of his worſhip, in oppoſition 
to a profane indifference, and a cold un- 
concern about theſe things. The zeal of 


thine. houſe, ſaith our Lord, applying the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, hath eaten me up. 


Buy this the apoſtle expreſſes the ſincere 


and earneſt deſire he had for the ſalvation 
of the ſouls of men. LT am zealous of you, 


fays he to the Corinthians, with a godly 
Seal. In the ſame terms he ſpeaks of 
the generous charity which that church 


had ſhown in relieving the neceſſities of 
the ſaints. - I know the forwardneſs of your 


mind, ſays he, and your zeal which bath 
' provoked many. t It is good, ſays he again, 
to be zealouſly affected ahvays in a good thing. 


| Now from theſe paſſages we may be. 


able to form ſome notion of that zeal 


which is required of Chriſtians, and 
which is a neceſſary qualification in the: 


John ii. 17. +2 Cor. xi. 2. f Cor. i. 2. 
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ſervice of God. It is a vehement affection 


. of mind, which incites us earneſtly to 
wiſh and contend for the honour of God, 


and for the prevalency of true and un- 
defiled religion in ourſelves and others ; 
and which moves us, on the other hand, 
conſtantly and irreconcilably to oppoſe 
whatever 1s contrary to theſe noble ends. 
We are not then to conceive of Chriſti- 
an zeal, as if it were one fingle affection 


of the ſoul, but as a mixture of many 


holy and ſpiritual affections. It is not pro- 


perly one particular grace, but rather a 


gracious conſtitution of the whole mind. 
Zeal ſways all the thoughts, and governs 
the whole will of the true Chriſtian. Zeal 
gives a double meaſure of force and acti- 
vity to that religion, which before was 
ſincere. Zeal, in ſhort, is to the ſpiritual 
life, what health and ſtrength is to the na- 


| tural ; it renders that cheerful and vigor- 


ous, which otherways would but breath 
and move. So much may ſuffice as to 
the firſt thin g propoſed, the ſtating and ex- 

plainin g 


I 
plaining the juſt notion of zeal in general. 
Let us now proceed to the 


Second Trnixe propoſed, namely, To 
lay before you the neceſſary qualifications 
of this zeal, by which we may be directed 
In the exerciſe of it, and be enabled to di- 
ſtinguiſh between true and falſe zeal, | 
such is the weakneſs and infirmity of 
human nature, that here we are ready to 
be entangled in the moſt dangerous miſ- 
takes and errors. It is no doubt extremely 
hard ſo to moderate our affections towards 
objects which are widely different inthem- 
ſelves, as not to err in their meaſure and 
degree. It is in a moſt particular manner 
difficult to manage our zeal in the hatred 
of, and oppoſition to that which is evil, ſo 
as that it ſhall at the ſame time be conſiſtent 
with that love and kindneſs, that humility 
and prudence, that meekneſs and gentleneſs 
which are required of Chriſtians ; yet cer- 
tain it is, that if our zeal be inconſiſtent 
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1 
with theſe graces, we thereby rather diſ- 
honour God than promote his glory, and 


we do more to hurt chan to benefit our 
* | 


"Trans ought to be attended to with the 
greater care, that however valuable an 
ornament true zeal may be to the Chriſti- 
an, yet zeal, if miſguided or miſapplied, 
may prove the ſource of the moſt dread- 
ful miſchiefs: nay, ſuch zeal has actually, 


in numberleſs inſtances, brought the great- 


eſt diſcredit on religion, and produced 
the moſt fatal deſolation in the church 
of Chriſt. To direct us then in the ma- 
nagement of zeal, and to guard us againſt 
ſuch miſtakes, let us attend to we follow. 
ing particulars. 


4 


1, OvuR zeal muſt always be accordin g 
to knowledge; and if. it is not ſo, it is high- 
ly blameable, for a very obvious reaſon, 
becauſe it is extremely dangerous. This 
kind of zeal the apoſtle condemns in his 
brethren the Jeus; I bear them record, 

ſays 


TY 


ly 


— 


E 
ſays he, that they FO a zeal for God, but 
not according to knowledge. * Nay, he ac- 


knowledges, that before his converſion, 
he himſelf was zealous in this manner; 


and that this zeal led him to perſecute the 
_ church of Chriſt, and to think himſelf bound 


70 do many things contrary to the name of 


Feſus. A Chriſtian, as the apoſtle tells 
us, ought to be ready to give t him that 
aſcetſh him a reaſon of the hope that is in him; 
and ſurely he is as much bound to be 
able to give a reaſon of the zeal that is 
, +. 1 VOUS 


A 
/ 


Tzu Chriſtian zeal then muſt not 
only be free from all hypocriſy and guile, 
but it muſt be founded on knowledge, 


and proceed from a well informed judg- 


ment. We muſt love and deſire that 
which we know and are aſſured to be 


worthy of our love and purſuit; and we 


muſt oppoſe that which on good grounds 
we Know to be criminal and * 


Kom. x. 2, s 
| for 
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for otherways our zeal may prove but a 


fooliſh heat or a blind fury. And from 
this rule, ſo obvious and reafonable in 
itſelf, we may ſafely infer, that great zeal 
in perſons notoriouſly ignorant mult al- 
ways be liable to great ſuſpicion. True 
zeal will always ariſe from true know- 
ledge, will always be accompanied with i it, 
and governed by it. 


2dly, Our zeal muſt be exerciſed con- 
cerning that which is good in itſelf, and 
the meafures of it muſt be regulated with 
prudence, according to the real import- 
ance of the object about which it is em- 
ployed. It is only in @ good thing, as the 
apoſtle directs in the text, that 7? zs good te 
be zealouſly affected. We muſt not only be 
aſſured in general, that our zeal is not 
entirely miſplaced, as to the object of it; 
but we muſt be able to judge of its greater 


or leſſer importance, as to the great ends 


of religion, the honour and glory of God, 


and the ſalvation of mankind; and we 


muſt 


1 
muſt temper and proportion our zeal ae- 
cordingly. IF this is neglected, the con- 
ſequence will infallibly be, that indiſcreet- 
ly laying out our warmth and heat on ; 
leſſer things, we will be ready either alto- 
gether to negle ct, or coldly to purſuewhat 
is of much higher concern and moment. 


Or this kind of falſe zeal we find our 


bleſſed Lord accuſing the Scribes and 
Phariſces of old. Wo unto you Scribes and 


Phariſees, hypocrites, ſays he, for ye pay 
tithe of mint, aniſe and cumin, and neglect the 
wwerghtier matters of the lau, judgment, mer- 
cy and truth: theſe ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the others undone. Ye blind guides, 


which flrain at a gnat, and\ſwallow a camel. 


Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, bypocrites, 


for ye make clean the outſide of the cup and ; 


platter, but within they are full of extortionand 
exceſs. Thou blind Phariſee, cleanſe ſinſt that 
which is within the cup and platter, that the 


outſide of them may be clean alſo. t Such are 


1 Math. XXIIii. 2327. 5 
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the unhappy conſequences of our ſpend- 


ing our zeal on little matters: it natural- 
ly takes off our minds from what is of 
higher moment, and leaves us no zeal or 
fervency to be laid out on thoſe things in 
which the intereſts of religion and of our 
immortal ſouls are more nearly concerned. 
As it is too certain a fign of folly and 
weakneſs to be earneſt and eager for all 


things alike, ſo the wiſe, the prudent 


Chriſtian will diſtinguiſh between the 
ſeveral objects on which he-employs his 


zeal, and allow to each that meaſure of 


concern and warmth, which its weight 


and moment deſerves. But then, 


3dly, SupposING us to be affured that 
the object of our zeal is right in itſelf, 
and perhaps too a matter of great concern- 
ment ; yet we mult take care, that it carry 
us not unawares into unlawful means in 
the proſecution of its end. That the 
goodneſs of the end will ſanctify the 


means, that we may do evil that good may 


come 


E 
come of it, are ſcandalous principles; and 
the apoſtle expreſly aſſerts it to be a 
damnable ſin, to charge ſuch doctrines 
on the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus. Some 


. affirm, ſays he, that we ſay, let us do evil 


that good may come, whoſe damnation is juſt. 
The true Chriſtian will watch over him- 
ſelf, leſt he fall into this ſnare ; and in 


| particular will find the exerciſe of care 


and circumſpection needful for this end, 


when he is called to exert his zeal in op- 


poſing what he believes to be dishonour- | 
able to God, and contrary to pure religi- 
on. 


Love to God and to the truths of God; 


deſire to promote his glory and the hap- 


pineſs of mankind, are affections which |. 


] ought to have the firſt and the chief place 


in our hearts. In theſe we can never be 
too fervent, for they will never carry us 
beyond due bounds. - On the other hand, 
our hatred againſt thoſe things which 


| + Rom. lt, 8. 6:48 | | ö 
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God hates, our indignation againſt what- 
ever is diſpleaſing and dishonourable to 
him; theſe, no doubt, ſhould alſo em- 
ploy our zeal, and are acceptable in the 
ſight of God. But here we muſt beware 
and carefully attend, leſt this kind of 
zeal exceed its due bounds, and inſenſibly 
_ degenerate into the moſt vitious and 


hurtful paſſions, into anger and ill-nature, 


wrath and malice. For ſuch is the nature 
of the human heart, that there is great dan- 
ger, left, under the appearance of hatred 
to fin, our zeal carry us further than mere 
deteſtation of the fin itſelf, and lead us 
unawares to the hatred of the perſon, 
whom we are commanded to pity and to 
pray for, and with meekneſs and gentle- 
neſs to endeavour his recovery. And from 
this we are led to notice another very 
probable mark by which we may diſtin- 
guiſh between the zeal that becomes a 
Chriſtian, and thoſe other paſſions that 
have ſometimes paſſed under this honours 


able name ; this I ſhall mention as the 


47h 
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4th. AND laſt thing under this head, 
That true Chriſtian zeal will appear 


more in the mild and gentle affections, 
than in thoſe that are wrathful and 
violent. It will diſcover itſelf more in 
the ardency of his love to God, in the 
fervency of his devotion, in the warmth 


of his kindneſs and charity towards his 


brethren, than in the vehemence of his 
hatred and deteſtation and anger, even 


tho' theſe paſſions are not Mr ance miſ- 


. as to their E % f e 


Ir has been juſtly obſerved by an in- 
genious author, that zeal ſhould be in re- 
ligion, what true courage is in human 
nature. And as that is the trueſt courage, 


which is not only firm and undaunted, 


but at the ſame time calm and inoffenſive, 


low to anger, and not ready to be provok- 


ed; ſo that is true Chriſtian zeal, which i is 


not only conſtant daring and fearleſs, but 
meek and compaſſionate, long-ſuffering 


and eafy to be entreated, without bitterneſs 
2 | p * 


or gall. Muſt it not be matter of wonder 
to every one who ſeriouſly reflets upon 
it, that in the profeſſion of ſuch a religi- 
on as the Chriſtian, our zeal ſhould ſhow 
itſelf ſo very little in theſe gentler paſſions, 
and ſhould vent itſelf almoſt always in 
thoſe of an oppoſite nature? Vet is this ſo 
much the caſe, 'that our very notions of 
zeal are almoſt entirely preverted by it; 
and no ſooner we hear the name, than we 
are ready to form the idea of ſomething 
harſh and auſtere, unfriendly and cenſori- 
ous. But certain it 1s, that as no religion 
is pure, that is not at the ſame time peace- 
able and gentle, fo no zeal is true, ſpiri- 
tual, and Chriſtian, that is not merciful, 
charitable and kind. 


By attending to theſe things we may 
eaſily diſtinguiſh true Chriſtian zeal from 
the unruly heats of pride and paſſion, and 
the implacable fury of revenge. Theſe 
Indeed have frequently been concealed 
under the honourable name of zeal for 
s God and his ſervice; and under this cover 
have 


„ 


have often brought the greateſt diſcredit 
on the religion of Jeſus, and cauſed his 


bleſſed name to be abhorred and blaſ- 


phemed by them that are without: when 


men profeſſing 2 zeal for God, have pre- 


tended to propagate the religion of Chriſt, | 
and promote his' glory in the world, not 


by the demonſtration of the truth, not 
in the meek and gentle ſpirit of the 


goſpel, but with the cruelty of the worſt of i 
tyrants, with the rage and fury of devils. 


This falſe and bitter zeal has made the 
moſt direful havock even in the boſom of 


the Chriſtian church, and has filled na- 


tions ar. 5 kingdoms with ſlaughter and 
blood. An inſatiable thirſt for worldly 
power and greatneſs, under the mask of 
holy zeal, has made the mother of harlots 
and of the abominations of the earth often 
drunk with the blood of the ſaints, and 
of the martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt. This falſe 
zeal has given riſe to rebellions, aſſaſſina- 
tions and maſſacres, as means to promote 
what is falſly called the holy catholic 

lock B 2 8 * 
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faith. This powerful deluſion has made 
men forget the firſt principles of religion; 
has diveſted them of the common feelings 
of humanity; and made them think, that 
they did God good ſervice by perſecuting 
their fellow creatures with bonds and 
chains, with racks and tortures, fire and 
ſword.—---But this principle is of a nature 
directly contrary to that fervency and zeal 
that ought to adorn the lives of Chriſtians. 
It is zeal in doing good, zeal in Pe 
ing the honour of God, (which in no 
caſe can be inconſiſtent with, nay, which 
in every inſtance muſt promote the hap- 
pineſs of his creatures) that alone is 
worthy of the followers of Jeſus. If our 
zeal be true and genuine, then, to uſe the 
words of a worthy author, divine love 
will fill its ſails, divine wiſdom and pru- 
dence will give it ballaſt, and it will have 


no heat but what is tempered with charity 
and love. 


Irnocꝝrp now to the Third thing pro- 


wav. _ 


"Ts 1 | -poſed 
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poſed, which was to ſhow the excellency | 
and happy effects of a ſpirit of true Chri- 
ſtian zeal. This will clearly appear, when 
we conſider, that zeal imports in it, our 
applying ourſelves to all the duties of 
the Chriſtian life with that warmth of 
affection, which we ordinarily ſhow in 
the proſecution of any end to which we 

are incited by the ſtrongeſt motives, 


Wurd we are engaged in the purſuit 
of any temporal good, the attainment * 
vrhich wie believe to be of high importance 
to our happineſs; when we are fully 
fatisfied that our purſuit is not only in- 
nocent but laudable, with what keennefs 
and eagerneſs of mind dg we proceed in 
it? how cheerfully will we undergo 
every hardſhip, encounter every difficulty? 
and what pleaſure and ſatisfaction have we 
upon our ſucceſs in it? Now the like, nay 
a greater fervency and earneſtneſs will the 
zealous Chriſtian diſcover in the ſervice 
pf God, and in the performance of all the 


duties 
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dutiesof religion. Oppoſite to this character 


is that of indifference and lukewarmneſs 


in religion, and the one may ſerve to 


throw light upon the other. How 


eaſily is the lukewarm Chriſtian diverted 
from his duty ? He lays hold of every 
flight pretence to excuſe him in the 


_ neglect of it, and is rather pleaſed than 


uneaſy when under any plauſible pre- 
text he can decline it. If no ſuch pretext 


occurs, and he is actually engaged in the 


ſervice of God, what a dull formal buſi- 
neſs does he make of it? how little of that 
life and ſpirit appears, which he can ſhow 
on other occaſions? Whatever he does 
in the ſervice of God, it is but to acquit 
himſelf of a task aſſigned him; and his 


whole behaviour ſhows that his heart goes 


not alon 8 with it. 


Bu as the zealous Chriſtian will rea- 
dily embrace every opportunity of doing 
good, ſo every interruption or hindrance 


* be a grief to him, and he will en- 
deavour 
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deavour to avoid it with care. Conſcious 5 


as he is, that religion is his great concern, 
on which his all depends ; ; that it is a 
thing worthy and honourable in itſelf, and 


of the moſt bleſſed conſequence, he will 


ſet about the duties of 1 it with ſuitable ap- 


plication and intention of mind. Theſe 
paſſions and affections which God hath 


planted in us as the ſprings of action, 
which incite and animate others in their 


lower purſuits, will in him be exerted for 


a nobler purpoſe, and will inſpire him 
with activity and vigour, with alacrity and 
chearfulneſs i in the good ways of the Lord, 


Vazzous are the figures by which we 
find this zeal in goodneſs repreſented to us 
in holy ſcripture; all of them expreſſive 
of that fervency and earneſtneſs which I 
have Juſt now deſcribed. Sometimes it 
is deſcribed by alluſions: to that eager 
and craving appetite for the refreſhment 
of nature, by a new ſupply of meat or 
drink, which is better felt than it can 

poſũbly 


1.2 
poſſibly be deſcribed. Bleſſed are they, ſays 
our Lord, that hunger and thirſt after rigb- 
teouſneſs. It is my meat, ſays he again of 
himſelf, 70 do the will of him that ſent me, 
and to finiſh bis work. As the hart, ſays ; 
David, panteth after the water-brooks, ſo 
panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My foul 
thirſteth for God, the living God: when ſhall 
I come and appear before God? This zeal 
again is repreſented by the activity and 
vigour, and earneſtneſs of deſire, which 
was ſhown by contenders in the public 
exerciſes, the maſtery in which was e- 
ſteemed the greateſt glory. In alluſion 
to this, we are called to forget the things 
that are behind, to firetch forth to the things 
that are before, that we may attain to the 
niar and the prize of the high calling of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. As the Chriſtian life is 
deſcribed in ſcripture as a continued war- 
fare, ſo our zeal in performing all the du- 
ties of it is expreſt by the watchfulneſs, | 
the reſolution and boldneſs which is re- 
red of ſoldiers en gaged 1 in the moſtdan- 
gerous 


e 
gerous enterprize, ſtationed in the moſt | 
difficult poſt, ſurrounded: with the moſt” 
formidable enemies. Thus we are ex- 
horted to be watchful and vigilant, to ſtand 
faſt in the faith, to quit ourſelves ike men, 
and be firong. To take unto us the whole. 
armour of God, that we may be able to, with- 
and in the evil day, and havi; us done all, 
may fland. For we wreſtle not with fleſh 
and blood, but againſt principalities and 
f0wers, and the rulers of the darkneſs of this: 
world; againſt ſpi ritual aui cken in bigh 
A wt, 


Fkt theſe things we may be able to 
form ſome notion of what it is to be zeal- 
ous in good works. To go through the ſe- 
veral parts of our duty, and to ſhow diſtinct- 
ly how our zeal ought to be employed a- 
bout them, is what I cannot now propoſe. 
The zealous Chriſtian will hold' nothing 
dear, in compariſon of the favour of God, 
and of that holineſs which will make him 
W in the eyes of his Creator. His 

foul 
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ſoul will delight in the Jaw of the Lord, and 


bis deſire will be unto him, and the remem- 


brance of his name. With what pleaſure. 
and warmth. will he apply himſelf to the 
duties of devotion and worſhip? with 


what joy will his lips ſhew forth his great- 


neſs, and ing of his Mercy that endureth for 
ever? with what ardour and fervency 
will he pour but his heart before him, and 
have his recourſe unto him, as his ſun and 
his ſhield, as his rock, his fortreſs, and 
his deliverer? The tabernacles of the Lord 
will be amiable in his ſight: @ day in his 


courts will be better than a thouſand elſe- 
_ where; and it will be his conſtant deſire, 


that all the people may praiſe the Lord, and 


fee his glory, and bow before him; and that 


his name may be great, from the riſing to the 


ſetting ſun. 


* 


Tux true Chriſtian's zeal for God will 


alſo manifeſt itſelf in his love and kindneſs 


to his brethren of mankind, as they are the 
offspring of God, and bear his image. He 


[ 7 1 
will be zealous in doing good unto all, but 


eſpecially to them who are of the houſhald of 


faith, and members of that body, whereof Fe- 
fus Chriſt. is the head. His zeal will ſhew 
itſelf in feeding the hungry, in clothing 


the naked, in providing for the poor and 
the fatherleſs, in comforting the dejected 


and ſorrowful, in inſtructing the ignorant, 
in reproving with meekneſs and prudence 
| thoſe who have gone aſtray, and in bear- 
ing with the weakneſſes and infirmities of 
his brethren. This love and benevolence 
he will not meanly confine to thoſe of one 
ſect or opinion. His zeal indeed will move 
him to wiſh and pray, and ſtrive, that 
Chriſtians may be joined together in the 


unity f the Hixit, and in the purity of the 


Goſpel; and he will contend. earneſiiy for 
tbe faith once deli vered to the ſaints: but 
if his prayers and labours have not their 
deſired ſucceſs, his zeal will diſplay itſelf, 
not in the bitterneſs of wrath, but in the 
Wounding of his charity even to thoſe 
who differ from * and theſe diffe- 
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rences in opinion, that muſt prevail while 
ve are in this world, will chiefly affect 
his zeal in this way, that they will make 
him long and aſpire the more after that 
bleſſed ſtate, where all debate and angry 
controverſy ſhall ceaſe, and where univer- 
fal peace and love ſhall reign for ever- 
more. ee 


I cou now, in the laſt place, to make 
ſome improvement and application of 
what has been ſaid. And here I might 
incite you to this zeal in goodneſs, by lay- 
ing before you the manifold obligations | 
we are under to it, and the bleſſed fruits 
and advantages that will attend it, To 
infiſt on theſe particularly, would carry 
me beyond the bounds to which I muſt, 
in decency, confine myſelf. Have we any 
regard to the great end of our being, 
which 1s by holineſs and goodneſs to pro- 
mote the glory of him that made us? 
Have we any dutifulneſs or gratitude to 
that God on whom we depend for all that 

we 


1 31 J 


we are, have, or hope for? Have we any 
love to our bleſſed Redeemer, any con- 


cern for his honour, any regard for what 


he declares to be the great defign of his 


whole kind and merciful undertaking in 


our behalf? All theſe things loudly call 
upon us to be zealous in well-doing. This, 


as the apoſtle tells us, is the great end of 
our election to eternal life; for God hath 
choſen us in Chriſt, before the foundation of the 
world, that we ſhould be holy and without 
blame before him in love. For this end 


_ Chriſt laid down his life, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify us to 
himſelf, a peculiar people zealous of good works. 


For this end he imparts to us the light of 
his word, the ſtrength and aſſiſtance of 


his Spirit ; for we are God's workmanſhip, - 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which | 


God hath before ordained that we fhould walk 
in them. This is the deſign of all the great 
and precious promiſes of the Goſpel, that 


| i bein 80 _ R 7 a divine 


nature, 
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Wa AT 5 5 5 effects would this ny in 
vodadia have on the peace of our minds? 
By this alone can we know that our faith 
is true and unfeigned, if it be in us a live- 
ly quickening principle of every virtue and 

grace, and make us to abound in good 
works. Hereby we are aſſured of the 
truth of our love to God, if it incites us 
with ardour and fervency to run in the way 
bis commandments. Nay, what bleſſed 
effects would this zeal in goodneſs have 
on all around us, if we made our light ſo 
to ſhine before them, that they ſeeing our good | 
works, were led to glorify our Father in 
heaven. Our path would be to them as the 
ſhining light; and by ſetting before them 
all the beauty of holineſs, would attract and 
command their imitation. By this zeal 
we ſhould awake the drowſy, quicken the 
ſlothful, ſtrengthen the weak and feeble; 
and inſpire the ſincere and upright in heart 

with 


i 


* 


| 


gs SOX GR A cs... VAR. a C9. DIA. GR and od. ES on an ES. as 


[533 1 


with a holy emulation. Such happy in- 
fluence would the example of our zeal 


have upon our brethren. How much do 
miſery and wretchedneſs abound in tho 
world? Were it not for this heavenly flanie 


which the divine grace kindles and che- 


riſhes in the righteous and the good, in 
ſome meaſure to counteract the ſad effects 


of prevailing corruption and wickedneſs, 
this world would ſoon become a moſt diſ- 


mal abode. It is this zeal that provides 


for the poor and the needy, that protects 


the injured and oppreſſed, that comforts 
the deſolate and ſorrowful, and makes the 
heart of the widow and the fatherleſs to fing 


for joy. It is this zeal which animates that 


beſt and nobleſt charity which reſpects the 
ſouls of men, and their ſpiritual welfare, 


affording the means of religion and in- 
ſtruction to thoſe that it in darkneſs; pro- 


pagating the knowledge of the Goſpel of 


ſalvation amongſt them, who from their 
ſituation and circumſtances are excluded 


from theſe valuable bleſſings which wie 


enjoy. 
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enjoy. And can we conceive, my bre- 
thren, any exerciſe of the Chriſtian's zeal 
more worthy and commendable than this? 
Is there any good work to which we are 


. bound by ſtronger ties of duty and grati- 


tude to God, of love and thankfulneſs to 
Jeſus the Saviour, of compaſſion and kind- 
neſs to our brethren. of mankind? Has 
God bleſſed us with a clear diſcovery of 


his will, and made a glorious light to ſhine 


on us who ſat in the ſhadow of death? and 


| ſhall we not pity thoſe who yet lye in ig- 


norance, and contribute all we can to their 
receiving the knowledge of the truth? 
Have we a juſt ſenſe of the horrid barba- 
Tity, of the wretched gloomy ſuperſtition 
from which we are delivered, under which 
ſo great a part of the world yet groans? 
do we duly value and eſteem the divine 
goodneſs towards us? and ſhall we never 
think of thoſe who know not the way of 
Peace, who are worſhipping lying vanities, 
and bowing down before the works of 
their own hands? Has God ſo mercifully, 

ſo F 


& 
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fo eminently diſtinguiſhed us from the reſt - 


of mankind, and ſhall not this oblige us 


to do all we can in our ſeveral ſtations, 
that his love may be declared, and his 
name may be worſhipped in the lands 


where they are not yet known? 


Tar moſt zealous Chriſtian indeed in 


his private capacity, farther than by his 
earneſt prayers and ſupplications, can do 
little for the accompliſhment of this great 


and important end. The influence of his 


moſt active and unwearied endeavours 
muſt at the beſt be narrow and confined. 
In the proſecution of this, as of every great 
deſign, the obſervations of Solomon will be 
found to be wiſe and juſt; that #90 are Ber- 
ter than one, that à threefold cord is not ea- 
fily broken, and that in a multitude of coun- 
ſellers there. is ſafety. In this therefore 


_ Chriſtian wiſdom and prudence has di- 
rected Chriſtian zeal ; and has led Chri- 


ſtians to aſſociate themſelves together for 
the carrying on this great dclgn; and to 


S this 
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this happy meaſure we owe any remark- 
able ſucceſs it has had in the world. So- 
cieties have been erected for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge ; by contributing to 
the ſupport of which, the great and weal- 

thy have had a noble opportunity of ho- 
nouring God with their ſubſtance: and 

thoſe of meaner circumſtances, by offer- 
ing their mite, have had the occaſion of 
expreſſing their zeal for his fervice : ſoci- 
eties, where the joint liberality of num- 
bers has produced a fund, in ſome mea- 
ſure proportioned to ſo great a deſign ; 
and their united counſels have been em- 
ployed in laying it out to the beſt and 
wiſeſt purpoſes. And bleſſed be God, that 
we of this country, poor and indigent as 

we may be, when compared with others, 
have not been wanting in this excellent 
charity; that we too have a Society for 
propagating Chriſtian knowledge, a conſpi- 
cuous, and, I hope, a laſting monument 
of public ſpirit and of Chriſtian zeal. 


THis 


56 


THis Society founded by royal authori- 
ty, cheriſhed by royal favour, maintained 
and ſupported by liberal donations of ma- 
ny noble and worthy perſons,---happy in 


a wiſe and faithful adminiſtration, has ex - 


tended her cares to the habitations of cru- 
elty and barbarity, and has not, without 


ſucceſs, ſent the glad tidings of falvation 
to the dark corners of the earth, That 


more has not been done for them that are 
without, has been owin g to this melan- 


choly circumſtance, that after we have for 
many ages enjoyed the Goſpel, and for 
ſome time have been bleſſed with the pureſt 


diſpenſation of it, there have ſtill been in 
our own borders ſuch remains of heathen 


darkneſs and popiſh ſuperſtition, as natu- 
rally claimed the firſt attention and care, 
and have reminded the Society that cha- 


rity muſt begin at home. But after the 


world has been favoured with ſo many 
and diſtin& accounts of the excellent con- 
ſtitution, the wiſe regulations, the exten- 


ſive cares aud unwearied labours of this 


Society, 
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Society, it were ſuperfluous to enter into 
uy particular Gear.” | 
| Arrow me only to obſerve, as what 
muſt afford us no mean idea of the uſeful- 
neſs of this defign, and at the ſame time 
may give us comfortable hopes, that this 
zeal, in ſo good a work, muſt be attended 
with great and important ſucceſs ; allow 
me, I fay, to obſerve, that beſides the 
miniſters and preachers employed in the 
Highlands and Iſlands, and maintained on 
this fund, and that other which is juſtly 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Royal 
Bounty, the Society, at this preſent time, 
ſupports in theſe parts no leſs than one 
hundred and thirty one ſchools, where 
upwards of ſeven thouſand poor children 
are inſtructed, who, moſt of them, with- 
out this charitable proviſion, muſt have 
grown up in the moiſt r barbarity 
n ignorance. 


mo why nods we go to ſuch remote 
corners 


[FF ; 
corners for inſtances of . the Society's care 5 
and concern to promote this great end of 
their inſtitution, when this very aſſembly 
affords us a moſt conſpicuous and con- | 
vincing proof of it. Long had the con- 1 | 
dition of the poor of this populous city |} 
been matter of grief and regret to every | 
wiſe and good man; when miſerable in 
themſelves, and uneaſy toall around them, 
they paſſed their uncomfortable lives in 
beggary, and in idleneſs, vice and igno- 
rance, its almoſt conſtant attendants, and 
brought up their unhappy children to in- 
herit the ſame miſery and wretchedneſs. 
At length the noble plan was laid, which 
now, by the good hand of God, is fo far 
advanced, and ſo well eſtabliſhed, for feed- 
ing our hungry, for clothing our naked, I 
for. bringing them that were caſt out into IJ 
houſes. And that.this charity might not 
be confined to the relieving the miſeries of 
this preſent life, the Society chearfully em- 
braces this opportunity of promotin g Chri- 
* knowled ge, and kindly lends her 
belphul 
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Helpful hand for the inſtruction of thoſe 

grown up in ignorance, and for the carly 
education of the poor children, to whom 
their parents were unable or unwilling to 
afford this bleſſing, or who had been caſt 
upon the world in a helpleſs orphan ſtate. 
What have been the happy effects of this 
wiſe and good appointment, there are not 
a few preſent who can bear witneſs, I 
ſhall only venture to affirm, that the pro- 
fieiency of theſe poor children in the moſt 
valuable and uſeful knowledge, the know 
ledge of God, and of the principles of our 
holy religion, will be found to be fully e- 
qual to them who have their education in 
the polite expenſive manner, which is now 
too much in faſhion amongſt us. 


I Mus not, I need not ſurely detain 
this audience, after having ſo far encroach- 
ed on their patience, with any addreſs to 
you the honourable, reverend, and worthy 
members of this Society.---You know your 
duty, and the importance of the deſign in 


a1] 
which you are engaged. You daily feel 
the inward pleaſure that attends the zea- 
lous proſecution of it. You know to whom 


you muſt look, on whom you muſt de- 


pend for the happy iſſue of all your la- 
bours, and from whom alone you muſt 
expect your reward. May God encourage 


your hearts, and ſtrengthen your hands 
in this great and excellent work. And 
may he ſtill more diſpoſe the minds of 


thoſe to whom he has given wealth and 


riches, to enlarge your power of doing 


good. And, by his bleſſing on the laudable 


endeavours of this, and ſuch other Chri- 
ſtian ſocieties, may the knowledge of the 


Lord at length cover the earth, as the wa- 
ters do the ſea. 
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